


Marines and Navy personnel in Kuwait and Iraq being awarded the PUC ribbon, DUCKS
veterans were astounded. The DUCKS were not unhappy that the Iraq War sailors and
Marines were honored with the PUC. They were astounded by the fact that their own
combat action didn’t rate a PUC. See Enclosures 14 and 15.

March 2008 started on a high note when this writer received a letter from a valued
DUCKS" veteran, Mr. Richard Sierra, who served in HENDERSON. Mr. Sierra was
chosen as the Petty Officer Representative of the Korean War Destroyer Sailors; the
Officer Representative was Captain Robert Schelling, the C.O. of the DUCKS’ ship
LYMAN K. SWENSON. These men were honored at the Surface Navy Association’s
National Symposium on 11 January 2001, where each of them was presented with a
citation. These citations were read aloud to the 300 Association members present.
Enclosed with Richard Sierra’s | March letter was a Sitting Ducks keychain, just like the
ones given to the HENDERSON DUCKS at their 2008 ship’s reunion. It is an
understatement to say that Richard Sierra’s thoughtfulness was appreciated; it was a great
morale builder and made the DUCKS’ quest for the PUC award a mission to be
completed (Enclosure 16).

In March 2008 a review was made of the correspondence that individual DUCKS,
their ship associations, friends, and families have sent to CNOs, the President, SECDEFs,
SECNAVS, over 20 U.S. Senators, and an equal number of U.S. Representatives. Those
letters requested the upgrade of the DUCKS' combat award — i.e. a PUC vice the NUC.
As noted, the first of these letters were written and sent to government entities in 1995
and 1996 by Mr. Joe Carillo — a COLLETT DUCK. Mr. Carillo is now 85 years old and
alive and well in Whittier, CA: an available eyewilness!

The DUCKS" letters to U.S. government leaders from 1995 to 2008 were almost
invariably answered by letters stating that the President (Senator, and/or Representative)
was pleased to recetrve the letter re the quest for the upgrade of the combat award to the
PUC, and that the DUCKS" request was being forwarded to the Navy Department: see
tllustrative letters from Senators McCain and Mikulski, and the White House (Enclosures
17. 18, and 19). The DUCKS veterans are not naive, and they fully understand that the
President, the U.S. Senators, and the U.S. Representatives probably never got to see the
DUCKS" letters; their staffs handle such matters, and most Congressional staffers that the
DUCKS encountered knew little or nothing about the Korean War. As columnist Walter
Williams wrote in the Annapolis Capital on 5 August 2008: “The average American has
little or no clout with Congress and can be safely ignored.”

Sending the DUCKS’ letters re the PUC upgrade to the Navy Department was the
kiss of death, as the Navy Awards Group handled White House and Congressional
staffers with ease. The Navy’s political process is impressive and has caused the awards
process, vis-a-vis the DUCKS, to be come a monumental bureaucratic farce. Gratefully,
the DUCKS have had the good fortune to win the support of two Congressional leaders
who went to bat for the DUCKS' PUC quest — they are U.S. Senator Benjamin Cardin
(MD) and U.S. Representative Anna Eshoo (CA) — each of whom has a DUCKS veteran
in their constituency. These two allies have made efforts to obtain proper combat awards
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for the DUCKS:; however, their efforts have been rebuffed by Mr. Navas and DNS-35.
The DUCKS urge Senator Cardin and Representative Eshoo, as well as others in the U.S.
government hierarchy, to stay the course with the DUCKS in their quest for the PUC.

Returning to the LT Dry matter, it is noted that there was another hero revealed:
that hero was LT Dry’s father, Captain Melvin Dry, USN (Ret) a decorated World War I1
submariner. As the Annapolis Capital reported, Captain Dry “died of frustration in 1997,
after the Navy Department refused for 25 years to acknowledge his son’s death as a
“combat loss.”” The “Sitting DUCKS” empathize with Captain Dry’s frustration because
they have been stonewalled by the Navy Awards Group’s refusal to answer their
questions re the handling of the DUCKS' combat award.

The awarding of LT Spence Dry’s combat status was a fitting ending to a long
struggle for the truth. The DUCKS take heart in the hope that their long quest for proper
award recognition will be backed by some person, or group, that shares their desire for

fairness in evaluating the DUCKS' combat actions in the Battle of Inchon. A quote that
the Navy Awards Group may find pertinent is:

“Any bureaucratization encourages the apparatus to protect its own
interest and to forget about the citizens’ interests.” [8]

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

Writing this paper for the proper recognition of the combat action of the “Sitting
DUCKS” of Inchon, 1.e. Presidential Unit Citation, has been aided by many Navy
veterans. Some were kind enough to share significant material with this writer.

First and foremost was Mr. Joe Carillo, the COLLETT DUCKS veteran who
wrote to the President, SECDEF, SECNAV, and the CNO in 1995 and 1996, requesting
the review of the DUCKS" Inchon combat actions which might lead to a Presidential Unit
Citation. Stll active in the quest for the PUC, Joe has shared a wealth of his material
regarding the Navy, and particularly about the Battle of Inchon. He is now retired at age
85 and lives in Whittier, CA; he has had many articles published in California
newspapers.

Two MANSFIELD DUCKS who are avid Korean War historians have shared
their writings with veterans groups and the general public. Mr. Richard Bowman of Roy,
UT, is the author of “A Tin Can Named MANSFIELD,” published in September 1994; a
revised edition was published in March 2001. Rich Bowman’s book is a meticulous
account of the actions of USS MANSFIELD (DD-728) through that ship’s life and is
especially pertinent about the combat action at Inchon 1950, and the mine explosion on
30 September 1950, which almost severed the ship’s bow.

The other MANSFIELD DUCKS veteran is Mr. James Burnside, USN (Ret), who
has written on all facets of the Navy’s role in the Korean War, but also the actions of

Page |13



Marine and Army units in that war. He has shared his many original insights on Korean
War actions with many veterans’ organizations. Jim lives in Rushville, TL.

Mr. Richard Sierra, USN, a HENDERSON DUCKS veteran, is a key point man in
the quest for the Presidential Unit Citation. If there is any pertinent news regarding Navy
actions 1n the Korean War, he will track it down and pass it on. Rich has put his heart
and soul into the DUCKS and the HENDERSON Ships Association; he lives in South
San Francisco, CA.

Mr. Don Snider, USN (Ret), is the very competent editor of the LYMAN K.
SWENSON Newsletter and Ship’s History, Don has provided encouragement to this
writer to keep the DUCKS’ PUC quest alive. His letter (Enclosure 20) is right in line
with his goal of keeping his SWENSON Association members updated on their
shipmates, as witness, he notes the recent deaths of three SWENSON DUCKS. The
obituary of one of those heroic DUCKS - Zeke Zettner- 1s shown in Enclosure 21. Don,
who lives in Portland, TN, notes that now is the time for our PUC — we DUCKS are
running out of time.

Lastly, my primary acknowledgement is to my wonderful wife of sixty years, Fay,
who never complained about the many hours that this writer spent on this DUCKS letter,
and the fact that she often lost use of the dining room table, which was routinely covered

with books and papers.
L
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COMMANDER CRUISER DIVISION FIVE
c/o FLEET POST OFFICE

SAN FRANCISCO , CALIFORNIA
FB3-5:P15:01

Scrial: 144
21 September 1950

From: Commander Fire Support Group (CTG 90.6)
(Commander Cruiser Division FIVE)

To: The Destroyer Element (TE 90.62)
(Commanding Officer, U.S.S. MANSFIELD (DD728))
(Commanding Officer, U.S.S. DE HAVEN (DD727))

(Commanding Officer, U.S.S. COLLETT (DD730))
(Commanding Officer, U.S.S. LYMAN K. SWENSON (DD729))

(Commanding Officer, U.S.S. HENDERSON (DD785))
(Commanding Officer, U.S.S. GURKE (DD783))

Subj: Commendation for Services rendered during the Bombardment of Inchon, Korea, 13-15 Scptember 1930

1. Commander Cruiser Division FIVE desires to commend the otficers and crew of the ships under his command for their
meritorious services rendered in support of this Task Group during its recent operations against Inchon, Korea.

2. The ship under your command distinguished itsell by extraordinary heroism in action with the enemy and exhibiting
gallantry and determination in overcoming difficult and hazardous conditions beyond the call of duty. During the period 13-
15 September 1950, the MANSFIELD (DD728), DE HAVEN (DD727), LYMAN K. SWENSON (DD729), COLLETT
(DD730), GURKE (DD783), AND HENDERSON (DD785), navigated for the first time, the difficult tide and current
conditions we recognized for their navigational hazards and entercd the well fortified harbor of INCHON. Anchoring within
close ange of the enemy shore defenses the destroyers retumed, with deliberate and decisive accuracy, the heavy counter
battery fire of hidden enemy gun emplacements ashore and, although receiving hits and some casualties refused to depart
from their assigned stations until their scheduled time of withdrawal, at which time they retired down the channel to await

reentry for the next scheduled bombardment. Well knowing that with each entry the possibility of their meeting with
additional resistance was increased, these ships transited a mine field. gallanlly passed close 1o the shore fortifications and, by

determined precise bombardment effectively reduced the defenses of the port sufficiently to permit the successful landing of
the United Nations Amphibious Forces on 15 September,

3. By their aggressive action and bold execution of the operation the destroyers were responsible for the landing of a Jarge
amphibious force within a narrow confined area and with the loss of scarcely any lives. Their outstanding conduct and
successful execution of the operation have been an immediate major contribution to the war effort of the Korean Campaign
a~~ in keeping with the highest traditions ol the United States Navy.

4. Commander Cruiser Division FIVE has forwarded to the Task Force Commander recommendations for awards proposed
for those ships and personnel most vitally concerned in the attack on Inchon. In the meanwhile 1 trust you will express Lo the
officers and crew of your ship my appreciation for their wholehearted and splendid support I received during the entire
operation. To each and all a “Well Done.” | feel that we have definitely shortened the Korean Campaign by our successful

achievement.

. M. HIGGINS
Enclosure 1 to

Copy to: DUCKS Letter
ComDesRon NINE of 10/15/08
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